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Photograph: Qubur al-Walaydah excavation site (courtesy of Ben-
Gurion University, Israel) 

 
 
 

Qubur al-Walaydah (Israel)--
Excavating a multicultural and 
transitional environmental  site. 

 
 
Date: Tuesday September 16, 2008 
Time: 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Saskatchewan Museum Boardroom 
Admission: Free 
 

Guest Speaker:  Chris Foley. 
 
The RAS is delighted to welcome Dr. Chris Foley, 
Associate Professor of Archaeology, St. Thomas More 
College, in Saskatoon as its first guest speaker for the 
2008 fall season. 
 
Dr. Foley will lead an illustrated talk and discuss some 
of the questions arising from the first season of his 
excavations at Qubur al-Walaydah, Israel, in 2007. 
 
The site exhibits Egyptian influence in the Late Bronze 
Age, Philistine occupation during the transitional Late 
Bronze-Iron I period, and a later Israelite presence. 
 

The artifacts and features throughout these phases 
reflect agricultural activity.  
 
Particularly perplexing are the nature of the Egyptian 
“presence” at the site and the lack of “imported” 
artifacts, given the site’s proximity to major trade 
routes.  
 
Join us on the 16th for what should be a fascinating and 
interesting evening with Dr. Foley. 

 
 

RAS Has A New Supper Venue  
 
The RAS usually treats the speaker to supper before 
our meetings on the third Tuesday of the month. 
 Anyone wishing to join us is welcome - we usually 
meet at the restaurant after work, between 5 to 5:30, 
and proceed from the restaurant to the meeting around 
7:00. 
 
 In the past, we met at Caesar's Palace on Albert Street, 
but the restaurant has closed.  They may be moving to 
a new location, but as of yet they have not opened 
elsewhere.  So for the time being, we will meet for 
supper at the back of the Cathedral Village Freehouse 
restaurant at 2062 Albert Street (just one block south 
of Caesar's Palace, on the west side of the street, 
directly south of the corner of 13th & Albert).  
 
Hope to see everyone there! 
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Sir John Franklin 

Photo: Library and Archives Canada 

 
Canada launches new Arctic search for 

Franklin's lost ships 
 
In August 2008, the Canadian government announced 
it would contribute $75,000 for a new mission to 
Canada’s Arctic to locate the lost ships, HMS Terror 
and HMS Erebus, of Sir John Franklin’s doomed 1845 
expedition to find the Northwest Passage. 
 
Parks Canada archaeologist Robert Grenier will lead 
the six-week expedition.  The reconnaissance mission 
will be conducted aboard the Canadian Coast Guard 
icebreaker Sir Wilfrid Laurier.  Two additional six-
week expeditions are scheduled to take place over the 
next two summers. 
 
Franklin had set out from England on his third Royal 
Navy expedition to the Arctic in 1845, in hopes of 
exploring and mapping the Northwest Passage. Neither 
he nor any of his crewmen ever returned. 
 
Franklin's disappearance launched one of the greatest 
searches in history.  A total of eight expeditions, 
funded by the British Royal Navy, the Hudson's Bay 
Company, and Lady Franklin, were launched within 
the 12 years after Franklin's disappearance. Only traces 
of the expedition were ever found. 
 
In the mid-1980s, University of Alberta researchers  
 

discovered the graves of three of Franklin's men on 
Beechey Island, where they had died in 1846 when the 
expedition wintered there.  The whereabouts of the 
ships, and of Franklin, have eluded searchers for more 
than 160 years. 
 
Experts now believe the expedition came to grief in 
1847 when the ships were frozen in the ice near King 
William Island, in central Nunavut. 
 
Researchers expect Inuit oral history will play a key 
role in the search for Franklin’s ships.  Gjoa Haven 
historian Louis Kamookak is one individual the team 
will rely on for such knowledge.  Kamookak has been 
collecting stories from Inuit elders and ancestors for 
more than 25 years. 
 
One story Kamookak related came from his great-
grandmother.  She told him she had once come across 
some artifacts, including a silver butter knife, and what 
she believed to be a European burial site. 
 
Inuit oral histories also recall a ship that was afloat  
in the passage for several years, with its mast sticking 
out of the water when it finally sank. 
 
Polar ice that has been shrinking due to global 
warming has made the Northwest Passage more 
accessible, which could mean a longer time frame for 
the Parks Canada search crew. 
 
http://www.cbc.ca/technology/story/2008/08/15/franklin-
ships.html  

�

 
Franklin’s Men            Courtesy: National Maritime Museum, 
                                                    Greenwich, London 



 
Volume 23, No.8 The Catlinite Tabloid Page 3 

 

 
 
On the 17th of August, Talina Cyr-Steenkamp, our 
[Saskatchewan Archaeological Society] executive 
director traveled to our home in Moose Jaw.  The next 
morning, Talina and I traveled to St. Victor [Sask.] and 
met with the people who are trying to save the 
petroglyphs. 
 
At St. Victor, we met with Wes Bloom, David Munro, 
Jennette Hamilton (Saskatchewan Parks), and Jack 
Brink (Curator of Archaeology, Royal Alberta 
Museum).  We toured the site, and discussed the 
deteriorating stone underneath the cap rock. Jack Brink 
explained how groundwater comes up from below, 
seeping through the porous limestone rock out into the 
surface at the base of the promontory. One quickly 
realizes why so many trees are growing nearby, in an 
area noted for its lack of trees. David remarked there 
were several springs in the area. 
 

 
David Munro at St. Victor Petroglyph site 

Photo courtesy: SCN Truth or Tale 
 
 
Wes and David pointed out how people have been 
vandalizing the site.  No!  Not by stealing, but by 
undercutting the soft rock to deliberately make it come 
down the cliff (they must be wishing for an early 
grave) and by carving (usually initials) into the rock, 
sometimes through one or more of the glyphs. 

 
 
It was noted how the lichen were growing on the cap 
rock, and across some of the petroglyphs.  Lichen, 
growing on the rock naturally eats away at the face it is 
growing on.  When that happens, the lichen eventually 
destroys the petroglyph. 
 
Also causing a lot of damage is the effects of frost on 
the base of the rock due to the continual water seepage. 
This would have been happening for millennia, but 
with vandals undercutting the base, it is likely speeding 
up the process a great deal. 
 
We went down and looked at a glyph that had been 
part of a big slab of rock that tumbled down several 
years ago. The big rock had broken into smaller stones, 
and miraculously this glyph was intact on a smaller 
stone, resting with the glyph facing upwards so that it 
was seen. 
 
I ask a question here. How many glyphs have been lost 
over the centuries, and how many of them are laying 
face down, so no one knows they are there? 
  
Jack Brink remarked that the stone at this site was 
composed of mainly sturdier rock than the stone in 
Alberta. Those rocks too are eroding away, but as far 
as I know they are not being vandalized to the extent 
the St Victor stone is. 
 
We then went back up top, to have a look at the 
petroglyphs up there. Jack Brink had never seen these 
petroglyphs before. David brought out a map of the 
site with the petroglyphs plotted on it, and also 
showing what they were.  
 
We were fortunate to lure Jack Brink away from the 
Royal Alberta Museum for the day, as he has extensive  

 
 

Preservation Efforts at 
the St. Victor 
Petroglyphs 

 

By Jack Trusty 
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experience in methods of stabilizing soft stone.  He 
advocates the use of a product called 'Conservair'.  He 
and a geologist-chemist have been testing all sorts of 
chemicals and products to determine what works best 
to stabilize porous rock.  I did not get the name of this 
geologist he has been working with. Jack Brink said he 
believes 'Conservaire' gave the best results, and to top 
that off it is one of the most affordable. Jack said 
Conservaire made the rock about three times harder 
than what it would be prior to the application. 
 

 
 

We then retired to a private home that used to be the 
head office of an insurance company that went on to 
expand nationally.  We had a nice spacious place to 
luncheon at and to discuss what could be done to 
"Rescue" the petroglyphs. 
 
Jennette said the estimated price given was within her 
budget range, so it would appear all that is required 
would be the will to get it done, before more is lost.  
      
That sums up our expedition to St. Victor and the 
petroglyph site. 
 

 
View from cliff top at St. Victor petroglyph 

 

 

The secretary-general of the Supreme Council of 
Antiquities, Zahi Hawass, during an interview on the 
BBC television show "Spotlight", announced "exciting 
things" have been happening in the field of Egyptian 
archaeology -- the discovery of a new tomb of a queen 
at Saqqara that has yet to be formally announced; the 
entrance to two tombs in the Valley of the Kings on 
which excavation will begin in October; and "big 
happenings" in Aswan, Edfu and Kom Ombo. 
 
 He was enthusiastic about the "improvements" at 
Dendera and the Step Pyramid at Saqqara, and gave 
details of the new museums at Rashid, Arish, Minya 
and Amarna, as well as site management at Beni 
Hassan and Tuna Al-Gabel. 

 

 
Wooly Mammoth         Photo courtesy of the BBC 

 
DNA Shows That Last Woolly Mammoths 

Had North American Roots 
 

On September 5th, researchers from the departments of 
Anthropology, and Pathology & Molecular Medicine 
at McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario 
announced their DNA-based studies on woolly 
mammoths had revealed the last of the woolly 
mammoths (which lived between 40,000 and 4,000 
years ago) had origins that were exclusively North 
American. 

New Discoveries 
in Egypt 

Announced by 
Supreme Council 

of Antiquities 
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The research, which appears in the September issue of 
Current Biology, is expected to cause animated 
discussion within the paleontological community.  
Scientists have long thought mammoths roamed from 
Western Europe to North America and that North 
American woolly mammoths were insignificant to the 
evolution of the species,  
 
Dr. Hendrik Poinar and Dr. Régis Debruyne, spent the 
last three years collecting DNA samples from 
mammoth remains in Siberia and North America.  
Hundreds of mammoth samples were examined using 
the second largest ancient DNA dataset available. 
 
 In the September 5th news release, Poinar said, 
"Migrations over Beringia [the land bridge that once 
spanned the Bering Strait] were rare; it served as a 
filter to keep eastern and western groups or 
populations of woollies apart.  However, it now 
appears that mammoths established themselves in 
North America much earlier than presumed, then 
migrated back to Siberia, and eventually replaced all 
pre-existing haplotypes of mammoths." 
 
The origin of mammoths continues to be controversial. 
Some scientists believe the earliest mammoths arose in 
Africa about seven million years ago, at the same time 
as the ancestors of the Asian elephant. Around five to 
six million years ago, an early mammoth species 
migrated north into China, Siberia and, eventually, 
North America.  
 
This early migration into North America gave rise to a 
new mammoth known as the Columbian mammoth. 
Much later, in Siberia, a cold-adapted form (the woolly 
mammoth) evolved and eventually crossed over the 
Beringian land bridge into present-day Alaska and the 
Yukon. 
 
What happened after that remains a mystery to 
paleontologists. The Siberian genetic forms began to 
disappear and were replaced by North American 
migrants. 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/09/080904
145058.htm 

 

 
 

Ethiopia Celebrates the Unveiling of the 
Reassembled Axum Obelisk 

 
Standing 24 meters tall (78 feet), weighing 160 tonnes, 
and 1,700 years old, the repatriated and re-assembled 
Axum obelisk is the tallest structure in the Northern 
Stelae Park in the ancient city of Axum, Ethiopia.  
  
The obelisk was moved to Rome by Italian troops in 
1937 following Italy’s conquest of Ethiopia.  The 
obelisk was returned to Ethiopia in 2005 following a 
1947 UN agreement that took almost 50 years to 
implement.  
 
The Obelisk of Axum is decorated with two false 
doors at the base, and decorations resembling windows 
on all sides. The obelisk ends in a semicircular top, 
which used to be enclosed by metal frames. 
 
Intricately carved obelisks were erected at the tombs of 
Ethiopia's ancient kings when Axum was the centre of 
a great empire. 
 
Axum, which dates to 100 BC and was added to the 
UN World Heritage List in 1980, was the capital of the 
Axumite kingdom that flourished as a major trading 
center from the fifth century BC to the 10th century 
AD.  
 
At its height, the kingdom, ruled by kings who traced 
their lineage back to the time of David, Solomon and 
the Queen of Sheba, extended across areas of what are 
today Ethiopia, Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen. 
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Axum remains the holiest of cities for Ethiopian 
Orthodox Christians, who believe the Ark of the 
Covenant resides in a church there.  
 
The obelisk was flown to Ethiopia in three pieces on 
April 19, 22, and 25, 2004 via a Russian Antonov An-
124 (one of the largest transport jets in the world).  The 
foundation base was poured in March 2007 at Axum. 
The final reassembly of the obelisk began in June of 
2008, leading to its unveiling on September 4th, 2008. 
 
The unveiling ceremony of the Obelisk of Axum was 
the last big event of Ethiopia's millennium year, the 
year 2000 by the country's Coptic calendar.  A giant 
Ethiopian flag was removed from the obelisk in front 
of what organizers said was a crowd of tens of 
thousands in the ancient northern town of Axum.  The 
President and Prime Minister were among the officials 
attending.  
 
Ethiopia's ambassador to the UK, Berhanu Kebede, 
told the BBC's ‘Network Africa’ the obelisk would 
help his country "to build a stronger and vibrant 
nation".  
 
"We have fought a protracted battle to bring back our 
historical asset, and this is very important because it's a 
manifestation of who we are and it also shows what 
our ancestors have done," he said.  
 
"The obelisk shows the architectural talent of our 
ancestors and modern architects are fascinated how the 
Ethiopians were able to do that during that period."  
Follow the link to the video of the September 4, 2008 
unveiling of the Axum obelisk 
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7597589.stm  

 

 

 

 
 

Bronze Age Mouse Offers Clues to Royal 
Shipwreck 

 
The remains of an ancient house mouse have been 
found in the wreck of a Bronze Age royal ship. This is 
the earliest rodent stowaway ever recorded, and proof 
of how house mice spread around the world. 
Archaeologist Thomas Cucchi of the University of 
Durham, UK, identified a fragment of a mouse jaw in 
sediment from a ship that sank 3500 years ago off the 
coast of Turkey. 
 
The cargo of ebony, ivory, silver and gold - including a 
gold scarab with the name of the Egyptian queen 
Nefertiti - indicated it was a royal vessel. Because the 
cargo carried artifacts from many cultures, its 
nationality and route is hotly debated, but the mouse's 
jaw may provide answers. 
 
Cucchi's analysis confirmed the jaw belonged to Mus 
musculus domesticus, the only species known to live in 
close quarters with humans. The shape of the molars 
suggests the mouse came from the northern Levantine 
coast, as they are similar to those of modern house 
mice in Syria, near Cyprus. 
 
When generations of rodents live aboard ships, they 
evolve larger body shapes. This mouse was roughly the 
same shape and size as other small, land-dwelling mice 
of the time, suggesting it boarded just before the ship 
set sail. 

Excerpts from: Issue 2672 of   New Scientist magazine, 
Sept 4, 2008 Northern Stelae Park, Axum (2002)      Photo: Jialiang Gao 
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Mummified Fetus found in Tut’s Tomb 

Photo: EPA/Egyptian Supreme Council of Antiquities 

 

Tutankhamun Fathered Twins, Mummified 
Fetuses Suggest 

 
The mummified remains of two stillborn fetuses, 
found in the tomb of Tutankhamun may have been 
twins and were likely the children of Tutankhamun and 
his wife, Ankhesenpamon.  The bodies of the two 
children were found in 1922 in the tomb of 
Tutankhamun in the ancient Nile city of Luxor by 
British explorer Howard Carter and have since been 
stored at the University of Cairo. 
 
Research conducted by Dr. Robert Connolly and Dr. 
Catherine Hellier suggests the two fetuses in the tomb 
of Tutankhamun could be twins despite their very 
different size and thus fit better as a single pregnancy 
for his young wife. This increases the likelihood of 
them being Tutankhamun’s children. 
 
Connolly stated, "I studied one of the mummies, the 
larger one, back in 1979, determined the blood group 
data from this baby mummy and compared it with my 
1969 blood grouping of Tutankhamun. The results 
confirmed that this larger fetus could indeed be the 
daughter of Tutankhamun. 
 
Now we believe that they are twins and they were both 
his children. The forthcoming DNA study on them by 
Dr Zahi Hawass's group in Egypt will contribute 
another key piece to this question." 
 
Dr. Connolly added, "It is a very exciting finding 

Which will not only paint a more detailed picture of 
this famous young King's life and death, it will also tell 
us more about his lineage." 
 
Egypt's secretary-general of the Supreme Council of 
Antiquities, Zahi Hawass, said the DNA tests would 
determine whether the foetuses were the offspring of 
Tutankhamun and his wife Ankhesenpamon, daughter 
of Nefertiti, who was renowned as one of history's 
great beauties. 
 
"The study aims at identifying the lineage and the 
family of king Tutankhamun, particularly his parents. 
The DNA test and the CT scan may also help to 
identify the foetuses' mother," Hawass said.  He said 
the results of the studies would also help in identifying 
the mummy of queen Nefertiti. 
 
Mystery still surrounds the identities of Tutankhamun's 
own parents.  While his father is known to have been 
Pharoah Akhenaton, his mother remains unknown. 
Some believe she was Nefertiti, the first wife of 
Akhenaton who is remembered for having converted 
his kingdom to monotheism with the worship of one 
sun god, Aton.  His mother could also have been 
Akhenaton's second wife, the foreign princess Kiya, or 
Maya, Tutankhamun's childhood nurse. 
 
Zhi Hawass said all royal mummies would be CT 
scanned for identification and that samples from 
several unknown female mummies found at the 
Egyptian Museum in Cairo have been taken for DNA 
testing. 

 
Tutankhamun and Ankhesenamun 

http://news.nationalgeographic.co.uk/news/2008/08/08
0807-tut-fetus.html 
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Ancient Royal Burial Chamber of Senusret II 

Discovered 
 

 Egyptian archaeologists announced, on September 1, 
2008, they had uncovered the burial chamber and 
coffin of Pharaoh Senusret II.  Senusret II is believed 
to have ruled Egypt from 1897 BC to 1878 BC. 
 
The burial chamber was found in Al Lahun, the town 
built by Senusret II, which became Egypt's political 
capital during the 12th and 13th dynasties, and where 
the king built his pyramid. 
 
"The coffin is made of pink granite and the burial 
chamber is lined with red granite," said Ahmed Abdel 
Aal, head of antiquities in Fayum, south of Cairo. 
 
The team also discovered corridors and passageways 
inside the pyramid built to mislead thieves. Wooden 
parts belonging to the king's funeral barge were also 
found, as well as alabaster and ceramic containers 
decorated with hieroglyphs.  
 
Senusret II was known for launching major irrigation 
projects in the Fayum area, turning vast areas of 
marshland into cultivable land.   
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