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Regina Archaeology Society
Announces

Saskatchewan Archaeological
Society’s Annual General Meeting &
Conference

Celebrating its 48 “Sapphire”
Anniversary

Date: April 25™ to April 27", 2008
Location: Park Town Hotel, Saskatoon, Sask.

The Saskatchewan Archaeological Society has
experienced 45 successful years of promoting
education about, and conservation of, archaeolbgica
and heritage issues in the province and beyonds Th
could not have been possible without the suppait an
energy of its members. You are invited to join and
celebrate this success at the Society’'s Annual @éne
Meeting and Conference from Friday, April ®2%0
Sunday, April 2.

The Saturday evening banquet keynote speaker ®ill b
Dr. Steve Rosen. Dr. Rosen is a professor of
archaeology at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev i
Beersheva, Israel. Dr. Rosen’s specific researeasa
are in the archaeology of desert pastoralism, utiag
Negev as a long-term case study, and in lithicyesms|
with a focus on stone tools in the Metal ages. His
recent work has included excavations at a Neolithic
solstice shrine in the Negev, an Early Bronze age
campsite, and most recently, the excavation of
shepherd’s rock shelters. Dr. Rosen’s presentasion
entitled: Nomads in the Negev: the Archaeology of
8,000 years of Pastoralism in the Desert.

As part of Sunday's wind-up events, two very
reasonably priced tours are being offered to
participants.

Tour one will be to the Wanuskewin Heritage Park, an
archaeological landscape representing approximatel
6,000 years of occupation by Northern Plains pexgple
which is located 5 kilometres north of Saskato@nr.
Ernie Walker will take participants on a walkinguto
through the park, highlighting its 19 known pre@mit
sites and the biophysical environment. An
introduction to tipi construction and other unique
cultural experiences are included in the tour.

Tour two is to the Petite Ville and Batoche National
Historical Site. Petite Ville is a large, intactelk
hivernant (wintering) settlement located on the t8ou
Saskatchewan River approximately 60 km north of
Saskatoon. The remains of this 1870’s site include
multiple depressions and mounds as well as building
outlines. This site contains significant archagalal
information concerning Metis life during the tratisn
from nomadism to sedentary farming. Join Dr.
Margaret Kennedy as she shares her research al
knowledge of this site.

Following the visit to Petite Ville, the tour joweys 14
km north to the Batoche National Historic Site.
During this guided tour you will be introduced tret
last battlefied in the Northwest Rebellion of 1885
located in the village of Batoche- the headquarbérs
Louis Riel's  ‘Provisional = Government  of
Saskatchewan’. Several village buildings have beel
restored for you to appreciate.

Should time permit, the tour may also visit a histo
homestead site near Saskatoon.

For more information, please contact the
Saskatchewan Archaeology Society at: 306-664-412.

or by email atsaskarchsoc@sasktel.net
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Mystery Artifact Revealed

In our January edition, readers were invited taniifye
the mystery artifact. Finally, all is revealed.

As the article stated, the artifact was found 63,9
approximately 10 km south of Avonlea, Saskatchewan.
The discovery was made near the top of a hill in a
cultivated field.

Made of red Catlinite, the pipe is 9.5 cm in length
stands 3.8 cm tall at its highest point and is ribec
with a geometric line that snakes from one end, uf
each side, to the other. The top of the disk s® al
inscribed with geometric lines.

Inscribed lines on bottom and top of pipe Photo: Bruct Cook

The pipe is not symmetrical and when at rest, leans
one side. The variance in height at rest is .65 cm

The front pipe stem hole is .95 cm while the togkdi
hole is 1.8 cm. The height of the pipe stem body is
2.25 cm. The body’s tail rises to 3.2 cm.

The top disk rises evenly to a height of .85 cnmifithe
body of the pipe. The disk has a consistent 615 c
diameter.

Okay... this is a 4 inch by 1 % inch pipe. So what?
What is so remarkable is that it is a disk pipe.

While the red Catlinit
stone is recognized by
most people on tl
Canadian prairiesas
the comnon materie
used in constructir
pipes, the style of th
pipe is not one most
would associate with
the Northern Plains.

Plains Catlinite Pipe

The pipe is identified as belonging to the Misgpgn
Culture, more commonly referred to as the Mound
Builders. The Mississippian Culture was the last
major prehistoric cultural development in North
America, commencing around 700 AD and lasted until
1450 AD.

Pipes are very distinctive within Mississippiantau.
During Mississippian times, pipes were made for
smoking in either private or tribal settings. Sieal
pipes were likely for private use while the large,
elaborate pipes for tribal and ceremonial purposes
Surviving pipes are made of clay and stone. Som:
Mississippian pipes are purely utilitarian in loakd
function while other Mississippian pipes are both
functional and great works of Mississippian art.
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The most common Mississippian pipe is the clay
elbow pipe. These pipes are widely distributed
throughout the Mississippian world, but they aresmo
frequently encountered in Missouri and Arkansas.
They are made of grayware pottery material, andtmos
have little or no ornamentation. Ornamentatiorany,
was usually sculptural detailing on the pipe itselth

as engraving, bowl edging, or other simple designs.

Pipes from Southei US; top right Caddo pipes, Arkan

Stone was the preferred pipe material and often the
most artistic. The Mississippians used many differe
types of stone. Stone materials, to name a fevydec
Catlinite, Steatite, limestone, and Bauxite. Ttene
was chosen for specific requirements. It had to be
sufficiently soft for carving when the pipe wasstir
made, but it had to be durable enough to withstesed
and the natural elements.

The Dallas Phase Mississippians in northern Georgia

Similar to their pottery counterparts, the
Mississippians created remarkable effigies. Effigy
pipes were modeled after both human and anime
figures. Many reflect the Mississippian's belieftie
creation of man. Others were modeled from populal
images such as the frog and various birds. Effigep
have been found throughout the Mississippian lands.

Top: Missouri Heron Pipe, New Madrid County; Bunch Pipe,
Bluffton, AR; Byall Man pipe, Wells County, IN

Bottom: Cahokia Mother and Child Pipe, Madison Qguh.;
Raptor and Man Pipe, Southern Death Cult, (weepyggmotif),

Another popular Mississippian stone pipe was tise di
pipe named for the round disc carved and extende
above the body of the pipe housing the stem hade an
prow. Disc pipes were made during late Mississippia
period.

and eastern Tennessee used green steatite to make

what is known today as tHeean pipe Like Catlinite,
Steatite in its raw form is a stone easily worked a
carved. Once the pipe is carved and drilled, itbas
with use. As it is used, Steatite's color changemf
green to a blackish color.

Coffee bea
pipe found il
Pike County
Ohio in 190

Left: clay disk pipe Right: Catlinite dighpe, Calhoun CadL

Although disc pipes were occasionally made from &
fine-grained limestone, Catlinite was the more papu
and preferred stone material. Catlinite disc pipage
been found along the Mississippi River in lllinois,
Missouri and Arkansas. Because Catlinite was
probably mined in southwest Minnesota, it is likely
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that Catlinite was a popular but exotic trade mater
for the Mississippians living along the Mississippi
River.

Disk pipes range in length from just over two inche
nearly nine inches.

Left: Leary Site, NB Rightason County, KY

Left: Jersey County, IL Right: US Midwest, B3 3-5/8 plain pipe

The disk pipe found south of Avonlea is a remar&abl
discovery. Relating to the Late Mississippianiqur

the pipe dates approximately between 1350 AD and
European contact (1600’'s). While its origin is
unknown, this style is normally found in lllinois,
Kentucky and Mississippi. A First Nations eldeisha
indicated the chief or shaman would have used auch
pipe, not a tribal member.

Located in an area outside the boundary of the
Mississippian culture, this pipe raises questionsua
Mississippian trade and influence on the Northern
Plains, as does the role of cultures linked diyetdl

the Mississippian sphere of influence or througiuléy,
such as the Oneoda and Blackduck.

In the next edition, we will explore the rise aadl bf
the Mississippian culture.

Italian Police Recover Rare Statue of ‘Shy’
Roman Emperor

Italian police announced on April 11, 2008 the
recovery of a rare statue of a Roman emperor, know
for his reluctance to sit for portraits, among mtiran

a dozen looted ancient artifacts hidden in a baedage

in the port town of Fiumicino, Italy.

Police recovered the marble head of Lucius Verus,
portrait of the emperor who co-ruled Rome from AD
161 until his death in AD 169 alongside his adoptiv

brother, Marcus Aurelius. The emperor was a shy
figure overshadowed by the more powerful Marcus
Aurelius. Because of the emperor’s desire to stay

of the public eye, there are only four other known
portraits of him

The bearded visage of the emperor is believed ve ha
been secretly dug out at a site in the Naples anela
was probably destined for the international market,
stated Capt. Massimo Rossi, of a special policé uni
that hunts down archaeological thieves.

In recent years, ltaly has been aggressively pogsui
archaeological thieves and campaigning for thermetu
of artifacts it says were secretly dug out, smugjglet
of the country and sold on the international circui

Using judicial and diplomatic pressure, Rome has
secured the return of dozens of artifacts from dve
top U.S. collectors and museums, including theaiil P
Getty Museum in Los Angeles and New York's
Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Pentelic marble
portrait head found in
Athens, Greece of
Roman Emperor
Lucius Verus

This portrait head is
on display at the
National
Archaeological
Museum of Athens
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Lyuba- baby mammoth discovered in Russia &suhoto

Baby Mammoth Discovery Is Scientific
Treasure Trove

Russian scientists announced on April 10, 2008 they
have obtained the most detailed pictures so fahef
insides of a prehistoric animal, with the help diaby
mammoth named “Lyuba”.

Named after the wife of the hunter who discoveted t
37,000 year old baby mammoth in the Yamalo-
Nenetsk region of the Russian Arctic in 2007, Lyaba
remains were found immaculately preserved.
Scientists were excited by the find because, ajhou
her shaggy coat was gone, her skin was intact,
protecting her internal organs from contaminatign b
modern-day microbes.

Using CT scanners in Japan, scientists for thetfire
were able to see how internal organs are locat@den

a mammoth. "This is the best preserved specimén no
only of the mammoth but of any prehistoric animal”,
stated Alexei Tikhonov, deputy director of the Rass
Academy of Science's Zoological Institute and leade
of the project. "Her internal organs were well
preserved. The heart was seen distinctly withitall
ventricles and atria, as well as the liver andéss.”

Tests on Lyuba showed she was fed on milk and was
three to four months old when she died. The scans
showed her airways and digestive system were ctbgge
with what scientists believe was silt, leading thm
conclude that she must have drowned.

Lyuba's contribution to science could be far bigger
than thought up to now. Tikhonov is hoping to take
tissue samples by biopsy without unfreezing the

remains. He hopes to obtain both genetic anc
microbiological information through the biopsy
process. In addition, he believes the genetic ofap

the mammoth can be decoded within a year or two.

Lyuba's body will soon be flown to Salekhard, calpit
of the Yamalo-Netnetsk region where it will be
exhibited in a special glass-case with constanizeub

temperatures that has already been prepared for her

Excavations underway at Stonehenge, England BBC News

First Stonehenge Excavations In 40 Years
Reveals Breakthrough Discovery

Archaeologists conducting the first excavations at
Stonehenge since 1964 believe they have broke
through to a layer that may finally explain why,dan
when, the 4,500 year old site was built.

The team has reached sockets that once hel
bluestones, smaller stones made of blueston
excavated from quarries in Wales. Most bluestone:
are missing or have been uprooted. The bluestone
formed the site's original structure. The reseanxh
believe that the bluestones could reveal tha
Stonehenge was once a place of healing.

The team will attempt to extract organic matenahi
these holes to date when the stones first arrived.
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Left: Welsh Bluestone Right: bluestoiresentre

Researchers believe the bluestones, which were
transported 250 km from the Preseli Hills in Wdles

the Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire, were brought te t
site because the ancient people believed they had
healing properties. The site may have been a Nwlit
Lourdes.

During the excavation of the 2.5 m by 3.5 m trerazh,
well as reaching the bluestone sockets, archaext¢ogi
have also unearthed other artifacts including &dérea
pottery fragment, Roman ceramics and ancient stone
hammers.

The two-week excavation is funded by the BBC and
filmed for a special Timewatch program that will be
broadcast in the fall of 2008.

RAS Member’s Spring BBQ Social

Spring is here! With Spring comes the end of snow
covered landscapes and the return of the time lednor
ritual of feasting on the charred remains of thathu
exaggerating the size of the beast and boastirigeof
skill of the hunter. Oops! Sorry. | had the ldist
Channel on again!

Carbon 14 dating aside, the RAS membership is
invited to spend an evening of fellowship and fa@ad
the annual RAS Spring barbeque. The barbeque will
take place in Moose Jaw this year, on Ma§).24

Further information will be sent out with the May
newsletter. Please contact the RAS if you require
information in advance of the newsletter release.

Regina Archaeological Society
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President Jack Trusty

Vice President Chad Salisbury

Secretary. Leanne Irvine

Treasurer: George Maier
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Don Wilson
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